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County Office Message 

From Darla’s Desk… 

Greetings Park County Farmers and Ranchers! 

As most of you know, our office is now open to in-person appointments, provided 

you do not feel ill, been exposed to COVID, or have any symptoms.  Please call 

the office to make an appointment to complete any FSA business if you want to 

meet in person.   

Our office has been very busy with signups this fall.  If you have not completed 

your Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2.0 application, please call and 

make an appointment to do so.  The deadline to apply is December 11th.  

Please see article below on second page. 

We are now accepting applications for the annual ARC/PLC program signup.  

With this year's signup you can change your designation between ARC-CO and 

PLC if you wish.  The signup for the 2021 crop year will run through March 15, 

2021.   

Voters in Local Administrative Area #2 which includes the Cody, Heart Mountain, 

South Fork, and North Fork areas will be receiving ballots in the mail for this 

years County Committee election.  Please take time to complete your ballot and 

return it to our office prior to December 7, 2020. 

I hope this newsletter finds you all finishing up your harvest and making plans for 

next year’s crop season! 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact  Darla Rhodes at 307-754-9411, 

extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections  
The 2020 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will on Nov. 2, 2020, when ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to 
return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 7, 2020. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link between the agricultural community and 
USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judg-
ment to make decisions on commodity price support programs, conservation programs, incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some 
commodities, emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age but 
supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters in local administrative area (LAA-1), who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service Center. Newly 
elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2021. 

The candidate in this year’s election is Lynn George in LAA #2.  Lynn is currently the representative for LAA#2, and has been nominated 
again.  Thank you to Lynn for providing the following biography… 

It’s been my privilege to have been on this committee for several years and would be glad to serve again if voted in. My wife and family and I 
have been farmers on Heart Mountain for 40 years. We grow forage crops to feed our Dairy and Beef cattle. In addition to that, I am also the 
local representative for American Breeders Service, selling beef semen and artificially inseminating cattle in the Big Horn Basin. I’ve also 
served on the Wyoming Beef Council for a number of years and the Northwest College Ag Advisory committee.  I’ve always had a strong in-
terest in the health and welfare of our local Agriculture community and would be happy for your vote to work again with the FSA committee. 

 



Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 
Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) began on September 21, 2020 and will continue 
through December 11, 2020. CFAP 2 provides eligible producers with direct financial assistance due to market disrup-
tions and associated costs because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Check out our brief video about the program. 

CFAP 2 is a separate program from the first round of the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, now referred to as 
CFAP 1. Farmers and ranchers who participated in CFAP 1 will not be automatically enrolled and must complete a new 
application for CFAP 2. Details on how to apply can be found on farmers.gov/cfap/apply. 

Price Trigger Commodities Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a minimum 5-percent price 
decline over a specified period of time. Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, 
upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres of the crop, excluding prevented 
planting and experimental acres. Payments for price trigger crops will be the greater of: 1) the eligible acres multiplied by 
a payment rate of $15 per acre; or 2) the eligible acres multiplied by a nationwide crop marketing percentage, multiplied 
by a crop-specific payment rate, and then by the producer’s weighted 2020 Actual Production History (APH) approved 
yield. If the APH is not available, 85 percent of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) bench-
mark yield for that crop will be used. 

For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 production. 

Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to August 31, 2020. The milk production 
for September 1, 2020, to December 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA. 

Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the maximum owned inventory of 
eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer, between April 16, 2020, and August 31, 
2020. 

Flat-rate Crops Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have data available to calcu-
late a price change will have payments calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied by $15 per acre. These crops 
include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet, mustard, safflower, sesame, triticale, 
rapeseed, and several others. 

Sales Commodities Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and floriculture; other com-
modities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, including tobacco; goat milk; mink (including pelts); 
mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding stock) not included under the price trigger category that were 
grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment calculations will use a sales-based approach, where producers are paid 
based on five payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales. 

Additional commodities are eligible in CFAP 2 that weren’t eligible in the first iteration of the program. If your agricultural 
operation has been impacted by the pandemic since April 2020, we encourage you to apply for CFAP 2. A complete list 
of eligible commodities, payment rates and calculations can be found on farmers.gov/cfap. 

CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder 

Many more commodities are eligible for CFAP 2 than CFAP 1. Interested in finding the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 2 payment rates for the eligible commodities you grow or raise? Our new, easy-to-use CFAP 2 Eligible Com-
modities Finder makes finding payment rates specific to your operation simple. From yam to alpaca farmers – and eve-
ryone in between – the payment rate information you need is just a few clicks away. Try it today on your desktop, tablet, 
or mobile device. 

Applying for Assistance Producers can apply for assistance beginning September 21, 2020. Applications will be ac-
cepted through December 11, 2020. 

Additional information and application forms can be found at farmers.gov/cfap. Documentation to support the producer’s 
application and certification may be requested. All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income 
and payment information, can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For existing FSA customers, including those 
who participated in CFAP 1, many documents are likely already on file. Producers should check with FSA county office 
to see if any of the forms need to be updated. 

Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly 
with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a recommended first step before a producer engages with the 
team at the FSA county office. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct business in person 
by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are 
open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to 
social distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our program 
delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in the office, by phone and using online 
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.     
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Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks 
 

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) helps you manage risk through coverage for both 
crop losses and crop planting that was prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural commodi-
ties not covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the crop year in which the loss incurred to 
receive program benefits following a qualifying natural disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average 
market price. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 per-
cent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 
for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibil-
ity criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP service fees and premium 
reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your Park County USDA Service Center at 307-754-9411 or visit 

fsa.usda.gov/nap.  

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 

If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must protect all cropland and non-

cropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds.  By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC con-

tracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices.  If you fail to take necessary 

actions to correct a maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate your 

contract for the program year. 

USDA Launches New Farmers.gov Features to Help Farmers Hire Workers 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced new features on the farmers.gov website designed to help facilitate the employment of 
H-2A workers. 

USDA’s goal is to help farmers navigate the complex H-2A program that is administered by Department of Labor, Department of Home-
land Security, and the State Department so hiring a farm worker is an easier process. 

The primary new H-2A features on Farmers.gov include: 

• A real-time dashboard that enables farmers to track the status of their eligible employer application and visa applications for tempo-

rary nonimmigrant workers; 

• Streamlining the login information so if a farmer has an existing login.gov account they can save multiple applications tracking num-

bers for quick look-up at any time; 

• Enables easy access to the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Foreign Labor Application Gateway (FLAG); 

• Allows farmers to track time-sensitive actions taken in the course of Office of Foreign Labor Certification’s (OFLC) adjudication of 

temporary labor certification applications; 

• Allowing for farmers to access all application forms on-line. 

All information can be found at www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a. 

In 2018, Secretary Perdue unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an authenticated portal where 

customers can apply for programs, process transactions and manage accounts. With feedback from customers and field employees who 

serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate 

value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone.  
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USDA Farm Service Agency 

Park County FSA Office 

1017 Highway 14A 

Powell, WY  82435 

 

Upcoming Deadlines and Important Dates  

 

November 15—Acreage Reporting Deadline for fall planted crops 

November 26—Thanksgiving; Office Closed 

December 1—NAP Forage/Grazing and Grass Seed Application for Coverage 
Deadline 

December 7—Deadline for COC Election Ballots to be returned to office 

December 11—CFAP2 Application Deadline 

December 11—DMC Application Deadline 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,       

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or     

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  


